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12 THE DEPOSITION OF ELIZABETH K. BALRAJ, M.D . 
13 FRIDAY, JANUARY 28, 2000 
14 
15 The deposition of ELIZABETH K. BALRAJ, M.D., a 
16 witness herein, called for examination by the 
17 Plaintiffs, under the Ohio Rules of Civil Procedure, 
18 taken before me, Lauren I. Zigmont-Miller, Registered 
19 Professional Reporter and Notary Public in and for the 
20 State of Ohio, pursuant to notice, at the Cuyahoga 
21 County Coroner's Office, 11001 Cedar Avenue, Cleveland, 
22 Ohio, commencing at 1:15 p.m., the day and date above 
23 set forth. 
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ELIZABETH K. BALRAJ, M.D., 
a witness herein, called for examination by the 
Plaintiffs, under the Rules, having been first duly 
sworn, as hereinafter certified, deposed and said as 
follows: 
CROSS-EXAMINATION 
BY MR. GILBERT: 
Q. Good afternoon, Dr. Balraj. 
A. 
Q. 
A. 
Good afternoon, Mr. Gilbert. 
How are you? 
I'm fine, thanks. 
Q. I'm going to ask you some questions 
concerning your involvement in this case. 
First of all, I'm going to ask you 
what's your name for the record? 
16 A. Elizabeth K. Balraj, B-A-L-R-A-J. 
What is your current occupation? 
I'm Cuyahoga County Coroner, I'm a 
17 Q. 
18 A. 
19 physician. 
20 Q. How long have you held that position? 
A. I've been Cuyahoga County Coroner since 
June 11, 1987. 
Do you have a CV? 
Yes, I do. 
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Q. 
A. 
Q. Before we conclude today is there any way 
5 
1 we can get a copy of that to go over that? 
2 A. Yes. 
3 Q. You say you're a physician. Where did you 
4 graduate from medical school? 
5 A. I graduated from medical school from 
6 Christian Medical College Hospital, Vellore in India. 
7 Q. How do you spell that? 
8 A. V-E-L-L-0 - R-E. 
9 
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Q. 
A. 
And what year was that? 
1962. 
Q. And did you have any post medical school 
formal education? 
A. Yes. Then I did a year of rotating 
14 internship and then a year of junior house surgery, 
15 general surgery at the same institution. Then I was on 
16 the staff at Creighton-Freeman Christian Hospital, 
17 Agra, India -- A-G-R - A, India -- for approximately one 
18 year. Then I came to this country in 1966, the same 
19 year I took and passed the ECFMG examination . 
20 Q. What does that stand for? 
21 A. Educational Council for Foreign Medical 
22 Graduates. I took that examination, and that's an 
23 examination giv en to all foreign medical graduates who 
24 enter this country in order to undergo further 
25 training. Then I did two years of residency in 
6 
1 pathology at Akron General Hospital, Akron, Ohio, and 
2 then I did three years of residency in pathology at St. 
3 Luke's Hospital, Cleveland, Ohio. 
4 
5 
Q. 
A. 
What years was that? 
The residency in Akron General Hospital 
6 was from 1966 to 1 68, and the residency at St. Luke's 
7 Hospital was from 1968 to '71. 
8 Then I did a year of fellowship in 
9 pathology at St. Luke's Hospital, Cleveland, Ohio . 
10 Then I did a year of fellowship in forensic pathology 
11 at the Cuyahoga County Coroner's Office. That was in 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
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1972 . Then I was on the -- after that I was on the 
staff of the Cuyahoga County Coroner's Office as deputy 
coroner and forensic pathologist until June 10, 1987. 
On June 11, 1987 I was appointed 
coroner of Cuyahoga County, and I think a year later I 
ran for the position and was elected and have been 
subsequently repeatedly elected to that position. I 
also am assistant professor in forensic pathology at 
the Case Western Reserve University School of Medicine. 
I'm Board certified in anatomic pathology. I'm Board 
certified in forensic pathology. I'm licensed to 
practice medicine in the State of Ohio . 
Q. 
A. 
Have you ever had a medical practice? 
No, only during my internship and house 
7 
1 surgery. 
2 Q. Your specialty is what? 
3 A. Pathology and forensic pathology. 
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Q. Is there a difference between pathology 
and forensic pathology? 
A. Yes. Pathology, there is anatomic 
pathology, which is the type of pathology where one 
works in the hospital type of setting, that's autopsies 
on individuals who die as a result of natural causes 
and determine the cause of death and also be trained to 
direct the laboratory. 
Forensic pathology is additional 
training and further specialty where one is trained to 
investigate deaths due to violence or suspected 
violence and come to a conclusion as to the cause, 
manner of death, collect evidence and run tests on that 
and render opinions as to the evidence and 
investigation of these types of deaths. 
Q. So you've been a forensic pathologist 
since 1972; is that correct? 
A. Yes. 1974 I got my Board certification in 
forensic pathology. 
Q. Are you certified in any other area 
besides forensic pathology? 
A. No. 
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Q. In terms of this case, are you going to be 
offering any opinions in any fields other than forensic 
pathology? 
A. If it's pertaining to the investigation of 
the death that is involving this investigation I would 
be giving opinion, but it's not a different field, it's 
still forensic pathology and part of the investigation. 
Q. But you are not qualified as an expert in 
any other area than forensic pathology? 
MR. DEVER: Objection. 
A. There is no other area. Forensic 
12 pathology is a field and there is no other area in 
13 forensic pathology. 
14 Q. Are you certified in bloodstain pattern 
15 science? 
16 A. There is no certification in bloodstain 
17 pattern. As part of the investigation I'm aware of it, 
18 but there is no certification. 
19 Q. You don't have any experience in 
20 bloodstain pattern interpretation, do you? 
21 A. If it's blood splatter, the type of 
22 examination, that type from a crime scene, I'm not an 
23 expert in that , but looking at the photographs and 
24 running tests pertaining to that type of work, I can 
25 interpret those results. 
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Q. Have you had any specific training in 
blood spatter interpretation? 
A. Blood splatter interpretation, when the 
interpretation is given to me I have the ability to use 
that in my investigation, I have that type of an 
experience. 
Q. The question is, have you had any specific 
training in blood spatter interpretation? 
MR. DEVER: Objection . She 
answered it that she's had experience. 
BY MR. GILBERT: 
Q. Can you answer the question, specific 
training? 
A. Specific training in actually doing the 
15 blood splatter examination? 
Q. Correct. 
A. No. But interpretation of the results, 
16 
17 
18 
19 
yes, I have a lot of experience. 
Q. Where have you gone to training at? 
20 A. I don't need any training. But 
21 interpretation of the results that is in the cases that 
22 I do when I'm given the results and to take that and 
23 use it in the investigation of the deaths that I am 
24 working on, that I have done in several thousands of 
25 cases. 
10 
Q. Have you offered an opinion, a written 1 
2 
3 
opinion, regarding bloodstain, blood s patter analysis? 
A. 
4 that. 
5 Q. 
6 workshop? 
The analysis itself, no. I have not done 
Have you ever attended a blood spatter 
7 A. The blood splatter workshop I have not 
8 a ttended, no. 
9 Q. Now, in terms of this case, when was the 
10 first time that you performed any forensic activity in 
11 connection with the Marilyn Sheppard homicide? 
12 A. The first time I performed any activity is 
13 the time Dr. Sam Sheppard's body was exhumed. That was 
14 the first time I performed any forensic activity 
15 pertaining to this death, and that was 17th of De cember 
16 1997. 
17 (Thereupon, Plaintiffs' Exhibits 1 and 2 
18 to the deposition of Elizabeth K. Balraj, 
19 M.D., were marked for purposes of 
20 identification.) 
21 BY MR. GILBERT: 
22 Q. Showing you what's been marked as 
23 Plaintiffs' Exhibit 1. Do you have that before you, 
24 Dr. Balraj? 
25 A. Yes, I do. 
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Q. Can you tell me what that document is? 
A. Plaintiffs' Exhibit 1 is a photocopy of a 
document dated January 14, 2000, and gives the name 
Marilyn Reese Sheppard, Coroner's Case No. 76620, and 
it is regarding additional work performed during the 
years 1997 to 2000 on the investigation of the death of 
Marilyn Reese Sheppard by the Cuyahoga County Coroner's 
Office. 
Q. Now, what would you characterize this 
10 report as? 
11 A. I would characterize this report as a 
12 summary of the additional work that has been done on 
13 the investigation of Marilyn Sheppard. 
14 Q. Does this report of fer an opinion 
15 concerning this case? 
16 A. This report summarizes. It does not give 
17 opinions, it gives a summary of what has been done. 
18 Q. So you would agree with me that the report 
19 does not state an opinion as an expert, correct? 
20 
21 
22 
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24 
25 
A. It does not give an opinion because the 
opinions of these tests have been included. 
Q. These are not trick questions. I just 
want to know if this report in and of itself offers an 
opinion by you. 
A. No, because in the last sentence I say, 
12 
1 "The reports of these tests and procedures are 
2 included. 11 
3 Q. At whose request did you prepare this 
4 summary? 
5 A. I think I did it myself. I'm trying to 
6 remember if the prosecutor's office asked me to give a 
7 summary. I really don't remember. It could have been 
8 that the prosecutor's office wanted a summary of all 
9 the tests or I might have done it on my own. 
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Q. Showing you what has been marked 
Plaintiffs' Exhibit 2, a document dated January 27, 
2000; is that correct? 
A. That's correct. 
Q. This is an addendum to the report that we 
just talked about, Exhibit l? 
A. That is correct. 
Q. And what is this document? 
A. This, again, has the name Marilyn Reese 
Sheppard, Coroner's Case No. 76620, Autopsy No. 7280. 
It says, "Addendum to the report dated the 14th of 
January 2000, titled Additional Work Performed During 
the Years 1997 to 2000 on the Investigation of the 
Death of Marilyn Reese Sheppard by the Cuyahoga County 
Coroner's Office." 
Q. And why is it that you wrote an addendum? 
13 
1 A. I wrote this addendum because in my 
2 conversation with Mr. Dever yesterday Mr. Dever wanted 
3 to know my involvement exactly in all of these tests, 
4 and I was explaining to him. He told me that in the 
5 previous January 14th information that I had given that 
6 what I told him is not there, so I gave another, an 
7 a ddendum stating my role. That one was not talking 
8 about specifically more clearly my role, that was 
9 listing all of those tests, so I gave that addendum to 
10 make clear my role in the additional work. 
11 
12 
13 
Q. Well, did you know that you were going to 
be a witness in this case? 
A. Yes, I knew. By then I had a subpoena 
14 from you, I had the message that I was going to be 
15 deposed today, so by then I knew that. 
16 Q. Well, actually, did you know some time ago 
17 that you were on the witness list in this case? 
18 A. Yes, I think I knew that. 
19 
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Q. Did you know that your off ice was supposed 
to have all your reports expressing opinions in this 
case due by, originally the due date was January 14th? 
A. That's correct. 
Q. And you understood that to mean that 
24 whatever opinions or reports that were going to come 
25 out of your off ice were to be due on January 14th; is 
14 
1 that correct? 
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A. 
Q. 
Yes. 
And you didn't express an opinion in your 
January 14th letter; is that correct? 
A. That is correct. I had said reports of 
these tests and procedures are included, and those were 
included in the package that I sent. 
Q. Now, did anyone ask you -- you understand 
this is a civil case, right? 
A. 
Q. 
A. 
Q. 
A. 
Q. 
Yes. 
You are not a party to this case, are you? 
I don't know what. 
You're not being sued, are you? 
No, I'm not being sued. 
And you understand that there are experts 
16 that have been retained on both sides of this lawsuit? 
17 
18 
A. 
Q. 
19 this case? 
Yes. 
Who asked you to of fer expert opinions in 
20 A. Mr. Mason, Mr. Dever, Mr. Boland, the 
21 prosecutor's office did tell me that I would be 
22 testifying on this case. 
23 Q. Would you have been available for me if I 
24 asked you to do tests and experiments in connection 
25 with the civil lawsuit? 
1 A. If it was pertaining to this case, 
2 probably not, Mr. Gilbert, because if the family's 
3 attorney this is in any case if they want 
4 experiments performed they have to have their own 
5 experts do it. In our investigation whatever 
6 experiments that we need to be done in the 
7 investigation of the death we will do it in this 
15 
8 office, but we don't act as experts for other than our 
9 own investigation. 
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Q. 
A. 
Q. 
A. 
This is not a criminal case, right? 
That's correct. 
This is civil litigation? 
That's correct. 
Q. Have you ever provided expert support in 
terms of providing additional tests, experiments beyond 
that which might have been done in the original 
criminal case? 
MR. DEVER: I'm going to 
object and ask you to clarify what you 
mean by expert support. 
BY MR. GILBERT: 
Q. Have you ever provided expert support to a 
private party in a civil litigation? 
A. To a private party other than the 
investigation of the death? 
1 
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Correct. Q. 
A. Ordinarily not. We don't usually act as 
experts for another. 
Q. Do you recall any case that you have ever 
been retained by a private party to render an opinion 
in connection with any forensic matters? 
A. In civil case I have rendered opinion of 
forensic matters on several cases, and that is -- I 
don't know whether you call it a private party. Or if 
the plaintiff's attorney calls me to come and testify 
11 on a case I would go and render an opinion. Sometimes 
12 the other side gives me a subpoena, asks me to come and 
13 testify, I would. 
14 
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Q. That's 
A. That I have done. 
Q. That's usually after you've done an 
autopsy and then later there's civil litigation and 
they call you in, right? 
A. That's correct, yes. 
Q. But not once after a civil case has been 
filed have you been called upon to actually perform 
tests and experiments and render opinions on those, 
after the lawsuit has been filed by a party to a civil 
24 litigation, have you? 
25 A. I cannot exactly recall. But if it's a 
17 
1 civil case and after the lawsuit is filed as part of 
2 the investigation I'm called and asked to do additional 
3 tests, I would do it. 
4 Q. In your 28 years or so working in this 
5 office can you -- maybe you can't do it today, but if 
6 you can, can you find out one case that you did that? 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
A. I cannot exactly say which case, but even 
if I have not done, I would do i t if it's a civil case 
and I'm being subpoenaed and we worked on the case. If 
at that time those tests were not available or we 
didn't have enough information and now we are in a 
position to do it, I definitely would do it. 
Q. But in this case as between me as a 
14 private lawyer working on behalf of a citizen-client 
15 and the Cuyahoga County Prosecutor's Office , you would 
16 not do work for me in this case if I asked you, would 
17 you? 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
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25 
MR. DEVER: I'm going to 
object. The first item, Plaintiff's 
Exhibit 1, was a disinterment of Dr . Sam 
Sheppard at the request of your client , 
Mr. Gilbert, and she provided assistance. 
That was not done at the request of the 
county prosecutor's office. 
MR. GILBERT: We'll get into 
18 
that. 
MR. DEVER: I think your 
questions are misleading. 
MR. GILBERT: They're not 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 misleading. If she feels that my question 
6 is misleading I will be glad to clarify 
7 it, okay. I'm just trying to get some 
8 clarification. 
9 BY MR . GILBERT: 
10 Q. Did you understand that question, Dr. 
11 Balraj? 
12 A. I think I understand. In this case I did 
13 do tests for you. The first test that was done was the 
14 exhumation of Dr. Sam Sheppard, and there was no charge 
15 for that, I did everything for you without any charge . 
16 
17 
Q. 
A. 
We'll get into that in a minute. 
That was done. Even in this -- in this 
18 case we did a lot of work for you, we did a lot -- we 
19 digitized the photographs, which took hours and hours 
20 of work, and that was given with no charge whatsoever. 
21 In the instances where we do work, if it's something 
22 outside the office we charge, but no charge was made . 
23 So I feel in this case I did equally for both sides. 
24 Q. Dr. Balraj, I appreciate that you gave me 
25 copies of the digital thing. Did I ask you to do that? 
19 
1 A. You asked. 
2 Q. Did I ask you to do those, to digitize the 
3 work in this case? 
4 A. I think it was your expert wanted it, 
5 your 
6 Q. Who was that? 
7 A. Your odontologist, he wanted copies 
8 d igitized, and so we did that for you. 
9 Q. Is that an expert opinion? 
10 A. You mean what I'm saying now? 
11 Q. Right. They asked you to do -- the 
12 prosecutor's office asked you to do various tests, did 
13 they not? 
14 A. No, prosecutor's office did not ask me to 
15 do any of these tests. 
16 Whose decision was it to do that? 
17 My decision. 
18 So no one asked you to do this? 
19 Nobody asked me. 
20 Why did you do it? 
21 Because this death is being investigated 
22 are questions coming up in this death now and 
23 these kinds of tests were not available in the 1950s 
24 when this death was investigated. Forensic science has 
25 advanced greatly, and so I felt I'm duty bound to use 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
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20 
those new advances and do additional tests and provide 
the information to both sides, not to the prosecutor 
alone, to the plaintiff's side also. If it's going to 
help in giving answers to questions that we are 
seeking, it will be given. 
So the prosecutor's office did not ask 
me to do any tests at all, doing those tests were 
totally my idea and my decision. 
Q. Does the Cuyahoga County Prosecutor's 
10 Office, given the advances in technology, is it your 
11 intent to go back to old cases and update them? 
12 A. If there is need to we do that. Many 
13 criminal cases, sometimes the defense side has asked us 
14 to look into something and we have done it . So many 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
DNA tests have been done on cases, yes. 
Q. Anything else other than DNA? 
A. As far as I can remember it has been DNA. 
I don't mean to go and update every case that I have in 
the past, but if a case is coming up and if I feel that 
there are things that I can do now which could not have 
been done in the past I would do it. 
Q. You mentioned the exhumation of Sam 
23 Sheppard in 1997. Isn't it true that when the first 
24 DNA report came out that you suggested t hat we needed 
25 to g et DNA from Sheppard to make the test complete? 
1 
2 
A. 
Q. 
First, which DNA result? 
Well, you understand that Dr . Tahir had 
3 done an initial report on DNA in this case? Do you 
4 remember that? 
Probably he did, yes . 
21 
5 
6 
A. 
Q. And then there was a b ig press conference 
7 and you talked to the media and you said, well, we 
8 don't have Dr. Sheppard's DNA. Do you remember that? 
9 
10 
A. 
Q. 
Yes. 
And then you and I had discussions about 
11 the need to exhume the body of Dr. Sam Sheppard. Do 
12 you remember we had discussions about that? 
13 A. Right. Yes, I did say there was in 
14 order to compare the DNA and say whether it's Dr. 
15 Sheppard's or somebody else we have to know Dr. 
16 Sheppard's DNA, yes. 
17 Q. In all due fairness to me, you and I did 
18 talk about who was going to pay for that? 
19 A. Yes, that's correct. 
20 Q. The fact of the matter is that Sam Reese 
21 Sheppard, or our side, had to pay for t he cost 
22 a ssociated with the exhumation of the body; is that 
23 correct? 
24 A. That is correct. 
25 Q. Who paid for the cost in the exhumation of 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
22 
Marilyn Sheppard's body? 
A. I think we paid for that. 
MR. DEVER: Can you specify 
what particular costs, undertaker, the 
cost of the cemetery? 
BY MR . GILBERT: 
Q. What is it that you paid? Do you know 
8 what you paid and for what services you paid in the 
9 exhumation of Marilyn Sheppard? 
10 A. I'd have to check. I'm not sure whether 
11 we paid for the exhumation or the prosecutor's office. 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
A. 
A. 
really check. 
24 paid. 
25 Q. 
MR. DEVER: 
is you're not sure? 
I'm not sure. 
MR. GILBERT: 
questioning her. 
MR. DEVER: 
So your answer 
Steve, I'm 
I understand 
that. She answered the question. 
MR. GILBERT: If you want to 
make an objection, that's fine, but let 
her answer the question. 
I'm not sure, Mr. Gilbert. I have to 
But we paid or the prosecutor's office 
Can you check on that for me? 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
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16 
23 
A. I did not have anything to do with the 
exhumation, that much I can tell you, because I 
dated -- the prosecutor's office did everything for the 
exhumation, made all the arrangements. They let me 
know when the date is of course and had consultation 
with me as to the date being convenient for me. So all 
of that was done by the prosecutor's office, as you did 
everything for the Sheppard case. Sheppard case for 
Sam Sheppard. That also I have to check and see 
whether we paid for or you paid for that. 
Q. You recall that you were willing to pay 
for it, but the county commissioners -- you told me, 
did you not, that the county commissioners would not 
cover the expense of that exhumation? 
A . I might have, I don't know. If we did not 
pay it probably was because of that. That also I have 
17 to check. 
18 There was no payment made to me for my 
19 services as an expert taking care of the exhumation, 
20 directing and supervising it, for collecting the 
21 samples, for all of that I did not charge anything to 
22 you . 
23 
24 
25 
Q. I appreciate that, but that wasn't my 
question. I know you want to be able to say all these 
things, and I'm sure you will have a chance, but the 
24 
1 way it works is that I'll ask a question. 
2 A. I thought since you were talking about the 
3 payment I thought I would bring that up. 
4 Q. Why don't we talk a little bit more about 
5 that. Can you tell me how much money your office spent 
6 in terms of all the work done? In all fairness we'll 
7 start with the Sam Sheppard exhumation all the way up 
8 to the present. Do you have any idea how much your 
9 office has spent? 
10 A. I cannot give you an exact amount, but 
11 it's a large amount. 
12 Q. Well, give me a ballpark figure. 
13 A . I cannot. I would be - -
14 Q. Over $100,000? 
15 A. I cannot tell that. 
16 Q. Where would that information be? 
17 A. I'll have to now estimate all the costs 
18 because we didn't charge for anything, whatever we gave 
19 you or to the prosecutor's office, so I'll have to 
20 calculate. For every photograph we charge $15 
21 ordinarily, so how many photographs have we given out, 
22 and all the manpower and the time spent. So it's been 
23 a considerable amount, which all the information has 
24 been distributed t o both sides. 
25 Q. I'm just asking you how much. 
1 
2 
3 
A. 
Q . 
A. 
I don't have a figure. 
Is that something you could find out? 
I'll have to now sit and calculate and 
25 
4 give a number. I just can't go to some book and get a 
5 number for you, no. 
6 Q. Well, I would ask you to do that. I mean, 
7 I would like to know that answer. It doesn't even have 
8 to be at a formal deposition, you and I could just talk 
9 about that, or you could prepare something and give 
10 both sides a copy, right? Is that possible? 
11 A. It will take some time. I will attempt to 
12 do it. 
13 Q. For example, when you use somebody like 
14 Owen Lovejoy, you pay him for his services? 
15 A. He is on my staff, so I don ' t pay him 
16 extra. That is why I have to say how much did it cost. 
17 It's part of my -- these are all my own staff who will 
18 do the work, so I don't pay special, extra amount for 
19 this work. 
20 
21 
Q. 
A. 
Well, there are --
There is no -- I don't charge extra amount 
22 for my services or for any of those who are involved, 
23 it's part of they are all on my payroll. 
24 Q. If you need supplies, special equipment, 
25 things like that and you order it through your office, 
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1 do you have a ledger which indicates whether it was 
2 earmarked for Sheppard? 
3 A . No, it wouldn't be earmarked, it's ordered 
4 for investigation of all the cases so it will be used 
5 for that. The only thing that I can say was 
6 specifically bought for the Sheppard case was the 
7 pillows for those experiments, the wrench. Those types 
8 of things were specifically bought for this. 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
done. 
we use 
Q. 
A. 
It's labor, right, mostly labor? 
Mostly labor and all the other work that's 
What we use for other cases, that's the material 
for this also. 
Q. You have met Dr. Mohammad Tahir; is that 
correct? 
A. Yes, I have. 
Q. And you had recommended him in terms of 
doing the DNA tests performed in this case? 
A. Init ially when Dr. Tahir got involved in 
this it was not from my recommendation, I knew Dr. 
Tahir only through you. That's the way I got to know 
Dr. Tahir. After that I have not recommended him for 
anything else because the prosecutor's office, they had 
their own person. 
Q. In terms of the original work that was 
25 done on evidence out of your office, did you consent to 
1 
2 
Dr. Tahir doing the DNA tests? 
A. I have to understand the question. 
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Are 
3 you asking for any other case, or are you talking about 
4 the Sheppard case? 
This case. 5 
6 
Q. 
A. The Sheppard case. Like I said, the first 
7 time I got to know Dr. Tahir is through you when you 
8 brought him as your expert, and I had no problem with 
9 that. I got to know Dr. Tahir and I found him to be a 
10 competent and a f o rthright person, but I did not 
11 recommend him as an expert, you brought him in. 
12 Q. Dr. Balraj, there was the court order that 
13 ordered the production of all the physical evidence in 
14 this case. Do you remember that? 
15 MR. DEVER: 
16 time frame on that? 
17 MR. GILBERT: 
18 BY MR. GILBERT: 
Do you remember that? 
Yes. 
Can you put a 
'96. 
19 
20 
21 
Q. 
A. 
Q. And do you remember that there were a 
22 substantial number of items that were produced, 
23 inventoried, photographed and then forwarded to Dr. 
24 Tahir? 
25 A. Yes. 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
Q. 
A. 
Q. 
A . 
Q . 
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You remember that? 
Yes. 
For DNA testing? 
Yes. 
Did you consent to those items being 
6 removed from your office and forwarded to Dr. Tahir for 
7 DNA testing? 
8 A. I did because it was court order and 
9 because he was your expert. I was asked to turn 
10 everything over to both attorneys and so he came as 
11 your expert and I did consent to that . 
12 
13 
14 
Q. 
A. 
Q. 
It's a simple question, right? 
Right. 
And it was your understanding that both 
15 the prosecutor's office as well as my side all agreed 
16 that that evidence would be forwarded to Dr. Mohammad 
17 Tahir; is that correct? 
18 A. As far as what the prosecutor's office 
19 agreed, you have to check with them, but it was 
20 forwarded to Dr. Tahir. 
21 Q . Well, you wouldn't have sent evidence from 
22 your off ice to a lab in Indianapolis unless the 
23 prosecutors agreed, would you? 
24 A. I think it was a court order to give the 
25 evidence to both attorneys and then send it to whoever 
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1 it was going to be done by. So it was -- Dr. Tahir was 
2 the one I was told to send it to, so I sent it. 
3 Q. After you met Dr. Tahir and he got 
4 involved in this case d id your office develop a 
5 relationship with Dr. Tahir professionally? 
6 A. Yes. 
7 Q. Tell me what that was. 
8 A. We got to know him well and he helped us 
9 in our lab we had. We already were doing DNA testing 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
even before we met Dr. Tahir, but he helped us some 
more in that, a nd also I appointed him as -- and he 
still is -- my technical manager for the DNA lab. 
Q. And all that is a result of meeting him 
through me; is that correct? 
A. Yes, that's correct. 
Q. So I get some credit here? 
A. Yes. 
MR. DEVER: You should get 
a placement fee, referral fee. 
BY MR. GILBERT: 
Q. Are you paying Dr. Tahir? 
A. 
Q. 
Yes, he's being paid, he's part time. 
So obviously you have no problem with his 
24 c ompetence as a DNA expert, do you? 
25 A. No, I don't. 
1 Q. 
2 you reviewed 
3 A. 
4 Q. 
5 Dr. Tahir? 
6 A. 
7 criticism. 
8 Q. 
9 Chakraborty? 
10 
11 
A. 
Q. 
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I know you're not a DNA expert, but have 
the DNA reports in this case? 
I have, yes. 
Do you have any criticism of the work of 
From the way I can see it, no, I have no 
Do you know Dr. Chakraborty, Ranajit 
I've heard the name, I don't know him. 
He's also from India, so I thought maybe, 
12 although there's how many million people there? 
Yes. Dr. Tahir is from Pakistan. 13 
14 
A. 
Q. Now, my favorite person, Dr. Sam Gerber, 
15 you worked under him; is that correct? 
16 A. Yes. 
17 Q. Was Dr. Gerber a pathologist? 
18 A. No, Dr. Gerber was not. 
19 Q. Do you know if Dr. Gerber was a 
20 criminalist? 
21 A. No, he was not. 
22 Q. Do you know what his professional 
23 credentials were? 
24 A. Dr. Gerber was a physician, he was an 
25 attorney and he was coroner. 
1 
2 
Q. 
A. 
Coroner is a term meaning what? 
Coroner is an elected official in the 
3 State of Ohio. Coroner is a physician licensed to 
31 
4 practice medicine in the state. Prior to running for 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
off ice must have a license at least two years prior to 
running for office. 
Q. But a coroner does not have to be a 
pathologist; is that correct? 
A. 
Q. 
A . 
That's correct. 
What is the role of the coroner? 
Coroner's role is to investigate deaths 
12 due to violence, suspected violence or sudden deaths or 
13 suspicious deaths and come to a conclusion as to the 
14 cause and manner of death and render opinion as to any 
15 matters relating to these deaths. 
16 Q. 
17 means? 
18 A. 
19 
20 
Q. 
A. 
Now, do you know what the term inquest 
Yes, I do . 
What is an inquest? 
Inquest is inquiry into the circumstances 
21 of death of suspicious nature or sudden, the same group 
22 of cases that the coroner investigates. 
23 Q. Do you do inquests? 
24 
25 
A. 
Q. 
I do not do inquests. 
Have you ever done one? 
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1 A. No, I have not. 
2 Q. Do you have the power to do one? 
3 A. Yes, I do. 
4 Q. Why don't you routinely do them? 
5 A. Things have now changed and the way the 
6 cases are investigated is a little different now. We 
7 have the police investigate these deaths a n d get their 
8 information and then come to a conclusion. 
9 Q. In the typical case evidence comes into 
10 your office, is that correct, into the coroner's 
11 office, from time to time? 
12 
13 
A. 
Q. 
Yes, or we go and collect. 
Either y ou collect it or the police bring 
14 it in; is that right? 
15 
16 
A. 
Q. 
Yes. 
Do you know what the practice was back in 
17 1954 in terms of evidence collection, control and 
18 retention? 
19 
20 
21 
A. 
Q. 
A. 
I wouldn't know that . 
What is the practice now? 
The practice now is, like I said, either 
22 the police will bring the evidence, or if it's 
23 necessary we'll go and bring the evidence and do the 
24 tests or keep the evidence here. 
25 Q. Is there a written protocol for evidence 
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1 handling in this off ice? 
2 A. There is some written protocol and in some 
3 it's something we have been doing in the past which we 
4 continue. 
5 Q. What about the removal or destruction of 
6 evidence, is there a policy here for that? 
7 A. There is no policy. 
8 Q. Well, is it routinely the practice that 
9 evidence be retained until court ordered destruction? 
10 A. In some instances it is retained for as 
11 long as possible, then we have trouble with the space 
12 also, we can only have so much. But most of the time 
13 we will hold the evidence as long as we can unless the 
14 case is tried and it's submitted in the court. 
15 Q. If a case is an open case do you generally 
16 keep the evidence? 
17 
18 
19 
20 
A. 
Q. 
A. 
Q. 
Yes, we do. 
Is that a wise thing to do forensically? 
Yes. 
In this case there's a lot of evidence 
21 that's missing, would you agree? 
22 A. I do not know. I had an inventory of 
23 whatever we had, so I don't know what 
24 Q. Is that something that I should talk to 
25 Linda Luke about or to you? I don't want to waste your 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
time. 
A. 
questions I 
her. 
she 
Linda 
was not 
Q. 
A. 
Q. 
You could ask me. If I can answer the 
will answer, if not you can take it up 
Luke also is in the same position as I 
there in 1954. 
You can only go by records, correct? 
That's right. 
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with 
am, 
Now, if a record coming out of your office 
9 lists certain items and it turns out that those items 
10 are no longer available, all you can really say is 
11 they're no longer available, right? 
12 
13 
A. 
Q. 
That is correct. 
You can't say why or how or what reason it 
14 was removed? 
15 
16 
A. 
Q. 
That is correct. 
Now, in terms -- I'm going to just mention 
17 some critical pieces of evidence in this case that I 
18 think that everyone would agree would be important at 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
least 
some 
your 
in terms of this lawsuit. I'm going to give 
- - do you know where any of the watches are? 
A. No, I don't. We don't have them. 
Q. You don't have them. But they were in 
possession at one time; is 
A. 
Q. 
Yes, they were. 
Do you know where 
that correct? 
you 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
A. 
Q. 
A. 
Q. 
In my office's possession, not in mine. 
No, I understand that. 
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In 1954 you were probably a young girl. 
Yes. 
Will you agree that at one point the 
6 watches were in existence in your predecessor's office? 
7 
8 
9 
10 
A. 
Q. 
A. 
Q. 
Yes. 
Dr. Gerber's office? 
Yes. 
And now they're no longer in the premises 
11 of the coroner's office? 
12 
13 
A. 
Q. 
Right. 
The same thing could be said for Dr. 
14 Sheppard's trousers, correct? 
15 
16 
17 case? 
18 
19 
20 
A. 
Q. 
A. 
Q. 
A. 
21 we didn't 
22 Q. 
23 A. 
24 don't have 
25 Q. 
That's correct. 
The green bag that was involved in this 
That is correct. 
The doctor's belt? 
If we didn't have it in the inventory then 
have it. 
Nail polish? 
If we didn't have it in the inventory we 
it. 
The pillow that you tried to do tests in 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
connection with, that's no longer available, is it? 
A. That's correct. 
Q. The sheet from the bed of Marilyn 
Sheppard, do you know where that is? 
A. 
Q. 
I don't know. We don't have it. 
How about the clothing that Marilyn 
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7 Sheppard wore that night or that morning? 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
A. 
Q. 
A. 
We don't have it. 
Can I say one more thing? 
Sure, go ahead. 
But also in this case we have to remember 
that the case was tried and retried. I don't know how 
many of these items were put into evidence. Once they 
are put into evidence we don't get them back, we don't 
take them back. There won't be a record that it was 
put into evidence, we don't keep that type of a record 
17 in our office. And also, this is such an unusual case, 
18 so many times it was looked into, so many people, so I 
19 don't know who got it, how it left our office. It was 
20 here at one time. 
21 Q. That's really what I'm trying to find out. 
22 Nowadays if you have evidence, physical evidence in 
23 connection with a case or potential physical evidence, 
24 if there is a trial and the evidence is produced for 
25 trial per request of a prosecutor let's say, does the 
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1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
prosecutor then keep the evidence or does it go back to 
your off ice? 
A. It doesn't come back to our office . 
Q. 
A. 
It stays with the prosecutor? 
I don't know what happens to it. After we 
6 submit it into evidence it doesn't come back to us, 
7 that much I know. 
8 Q. Regardless of the outcome of the case; is 
9 that what you're saying? 
10 A. That's correct. 
11 (Thereupon, Plaintiffs' Exhibit 3 to the 
12 deposition of Elizabeth K. Balraj, M.D . , 
13 was marked for purposes of 
14 identification.) 
15 BY MR. GILBERT: 
16 Q. 
17 Balraj? 
18 A. 
19 
20 
Q. 
A. 
Do you know what this document is, Dr . 
Yes, I do. 
What is it? 
Plaintiffs' Exhibit 3 is a copy of an 
21 inventory list made of all the items that were present 
22 in our office in relation to the Marilyn Sheppard case, 
23 and it has the Case No. 76629. 
24 Q. 
25 prepared? 
Do you know when that document was 
38 
1 A. 
2 years ago. 
I don't see a date. It was done a few 
It was prepared in 1996, around that time. 
3 Q. There are other pages in here that reflect 
4 
5 
October, October 15, '99? 
A. Yes. 
6 Q. Who did that, your office? 
7 A. I think that page was done on 
8 10-15-1999 
9 Q. Which page are we talking about? 
10 A. I just want to before I say that, let me 
11 check and make sure it's what I have. I'd say page 
12 1 -- it says page 1. 
13 Q. Which is not page 1 though in this 
14 document? 
15 A. There are two page ls. It looks to me 
16 like additional information has been stapled onto this 
17 later information after 1996, and that page 1 which 
18 starts with F. Box, that says inventoried on 10-15-99. 
19 Q. Let me just save some time. This Exhibit 
20 3, just so that we know for the record, is this the 
21 inventory of everything that you have been able to 
22 discover that is in the off ice? 
23 A. Yes, because in 1996 we all were together 
24 and we went over everything, y es, to the best of my 
25 ability. 
